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AMENDMENT S TO THE CLAIMS! 

This listing of claims will replaoe all prior versions, and listings, of claims In the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 



least one virtual network which allows the client to access the services of at least one 
service provider, the or each virtual networic being set up on a telecommunication 
network, c hara ct e ris e d in that t he method comDrisinQ ComDrioQG the Gtop s of : 

-determining the compatibility <ESO©)-of the client with a predetemnined access control 
protocol for access to the virtual network, 

- if the client is not compatible with the predetermined access control protocol, 
authorising (E3Q1) data transfer between the client and at least one subscription system 
for subscribing the client to at least one service provider via an authentication network 
which is different from the or each virtual network fP 62, 163) w hich allows a client to 
access the services of the or each service provider, 

- if the non-compatible client subscribes to at least one service provider via the 
authentication network, transfening (E306) t o the non-compatible client an 
authentication for accessing the virtual network which allows access to the services of 
the sen/ice provider to which the non-compatible client is subscribed and information 
which makes it possible to make the client compatible with the predetemiined access 
control protocol. 



(Currently Amended) 



Method fei^of authenticating a client for access to at 
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2. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 1 , ohoraotoriood m 
tea twherein the authentication network is a virtuat network or a network that s^arate 
from the telecommunication network. 

3. (Cun^ntly Amended) Method according to Claim 1 , ohoraotoriood in 
tha twherein the subscription system includes consist s of at least one subscription portal, 
an authentication material server and, wher ein response to t he client subscribing 
s ubscribes to a service, the subscription portal transfers to an authentication server data 
associated with the authentication transferred to tlie client, 

4. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 3, ^ horaotoriGod i n 
tf^a ^herein the client is connected to the network via a Digital Subscriber Line Access 
Multiplexer and, if the client is compatible with the predetermined access control 
protocol, the Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexor perfbnms-p368) the steps of 
obtaining an identifier and a client authentication material and of obtaining a client 
authentication confimiation from the authentication server. 

5. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 4, ohargotcriood in 
tbatrwherein if the authentication server does not confirm the authentication of the client, 
the method comprises a step of authorising (E301) data transfer between the client and 
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at least one subscription system for subscribing the client to at least one service 
provider via an authentication network which is different from the virtual networks which 
allow a client to access the services of at least one service provider. 

6. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 3, oh ci ract o rised In that 
wherein there is a transfer to the authentication service of information associated with 
the service provider to which the client is subscribed and/or information characterizing 
the service to which the client is subscribed^ is aloo transf e rred to tho auth o nticat i on 

sorvof; 

7. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 6. charaotoriood in that 
wherein t he authentication server additionally transfers to the Digital Subscriber Une 
Access Multiplexor the information associated with the service provider to which the 
client is a client and/or the Information relating to the service or services to which the 
client is subscribed. 

8. (Cun-ently Amended) Method according to Claim 7, oharaoterisod- i n - thQt 
wherein the Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexor authorises data transfer between 
the virtual networi^ which allows the client to access the services of the service provider 
to which the client Is subscribed according to the communication speeds to which the 
client is subscribed. 
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9. (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 1 , ohoraatoriood I n that 
wherein a n address server is also associated with the virtual authentication network, 
and i n that t he address server allocates an address to the client for data transfer on the 
virtual authentication network 

10. (Currently Amended ) Method according to Claim 1 , c^aractorl oe d in that 
, wherein t he telecommunication network is a high-speed network based on .Ethernet 

technology, and in that t he predetermined access control protocol is a protocol of the 
IEEE 802JX type, and m that t he clients are connected to the Digital Subscriber Line 
Access Multiplexor via connections of the DSL type. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) System for authenticating a client for access to at 
least one virtual network whieb - for allowing a tiews-the client to access the services of at 
least one service provider, the or each virtual network being set up on a 
telecommunication network, charactorised in that the system comprising c ompris e s : 

- means for determining the compatibility of the client with a predetemilned access 
control protocol for access to the telecommunication network, 

- authorisation means for authorising, if the client Is not compatible with the 
predetermined access control protocol, data transfer between the non compat i ble 
non'K^ompatible c lient and at least one subscription system 
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- for subscribing tlie client to at least one ser^ce provider via a networl^ wliich is 
different from the virtual networks wfiichi allow a client to access the services of a 
service provider, 

- means for transferring to tlie nen — compatibl e non-compatible c lient if the ^f^oB^ 
^ moat i b le non-compatible client subscribes to at least one service provider via the 
authentication network , an authentication for accessing the virtual networkr which 
allows access to the services of the service provider to which the non-compatible client 
is subscribed and information which makes it possible to make the client compatible 
with the predetemiined access control protocol. 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium or storage device 
carrying a Gcomputer program stored on an information oupport, said program 
Ge mprisino including instructions for enabling a computer w hich make it posoibl e to 
cany out the authentication method accord i ng to of Claim 1 ^ when it lo l oodod and run 



allows at least one client to access the services of at least one service provider, 
charactoriG ed " i n that t he client line multiplexer being arranged comprisos moans -for 
relaying the information transmitted by the client and associated with authentication of 
the client to an authentication server . 




1 3. (Currently Amended) 



Digital Subscriber Line Access Multiplexor which 
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14. (Original) Multiplexer acoording to Claim 13, ohorootor i ood i n ttiat tho moans 
wherein th e client line multiplexer includes a software module accordinQ to the IEEE 
802. 1x standard for relaying the information associated with authentication^ cbmpri se a 
so ftwar e modu le according to tho I EEE 802.ix otondard. 
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